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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 3530 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: BENC, ETRD, IN 

SUBJECT: GROUND STATION TENDERS 

REF: A) STATE 051180, B ) NEW DELHI 3247 

1 . HUGHES UNOFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE IN DELHI, NARINDER 
NATH, CALLED COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR MARCH 6 TO SAY HE HAD 
RECEIVED INFORMAL WORD THAT HUGHES WILL BE AWARDED CONTRACT 
FOR FOUR GROUND STATIONS, BUT WITHOUT LOW NOISE AMPLIFIERS 
AND ANTENNAS. HUGHES’ BID FOR THIS PACKAGE WAS $960 THOUSAND 
COMPARED WITH BID OF 2.3 MILLION DOLLARS FOR FOUR COMPLETE 
GROUND STATIONS. 

2. MINISTRY SOURCE LATER CONFIRMED ABOVE INFO.ADDING THAT 
CONTRACTS FOR LOW NOISE AMPLIFIERS AND ANTENNAS HAD GONE TO 
NEC ($353 THOUSAND), WHILE VARIAN WOULD RECEIVE CONTRACT 
FOR HIGH POWER AMPLIFIERS ($150 THOUSAND). 

3. NATH SAID HUGHES NOT AT ALL DISPLEASED WITH CONTRACT 
AWARD, SINCE MAIN ITEMS THEY ARE TO DELIVER WILL BE 225 SCPC 
MODEMS, WHICH HUGHES ITSELF BUILDS, WHILE REST OF EQUIP- 
MENT WOULD HAVE HAD TO BE SUB -CONTRACTED FROM OTHER FIRMS. 
NATH ADDED JAPANESE INVITATION TO MINISTER COMMUNICATIONS 
VERMA IS FOR FIRST TWO WEEKS OF APRIL AND THAT ANY USG 
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INVITATIION TO VERMA COULD BE FOR TIME PREVIOUS TO OR AFTER 
THAT PERIOD. 
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